Welcome to the War 

by J.J. Johnson 09.11.01 


Let us first start by saying that our hearts, passions and our prayers go out to the victims of the 
attack on the United States of America on September 11, 2001 A.D. This statement is not to 
criticize our government. However, there will be justifiable questions raised. As we are all shaken 
with the deaths and injuries of our fellow Americans, this should serve as a wake up call not only 
for the need for vastly improved security but also for domestic and foreign policy consistent with 
the Constitution. 

Why did this happen to us? A lesson from our forefathers not to get involved with foreign 
entanglements. A lesson from our forefathers not to disarm its people. A lesson for our 
government not to ignore their Constitutional limitations. It may be hard for us to criticize 
ourselves in the wake of this tragedy but if we do not learn from our mistakes, we are doomed to 
repeat them. 

Let me put it bluntly folks -- fix America's foreign policy and secure our borders or the next attack 
will be nuclear. If it hasn't become apparent that we've seriously upset some people, then you are 
naive. We'd better recognize it. When people have the zeal to take over an airplane and 
deliberately crash it into innocent civilians, obviously we've pushed people's passions to the limit. 
You will hear the commentators discuss that this was a 'cowardly act of terrorism'. I disagree. 

This attack was neither cowardly nor a mere terrorist attack. It shall be known from now until 
the end of history that this was an act of war. 

Let that sink in real good for you. Feel it. Taste it. This is war, America - brought to our shores. 

From initial reports we received on how the aircraft were seized, there will be many questions 
about what should been done to improve airport security. Far removed from these discussions, 

I'm sure, will be the necessity of allowing air travelers to carry at least light weapons on aircraft. 
There will be those who immediately dismiss this as rhetoric. We can only respond with, "if it 
could save one life". In this case, one person with a firearm on the two planes which 
crashed into the World Trade Center (and one aimed at the Pentagon) could have saved 
between 20,000 and 50,000 lives. 

The question will also be raised about the need to secure our borders. Many of us had thought a 
while back, when a plane landed on the lawn of the White House, that steps should be taken to 
insure that other government facilities would not face the same thing. I'm sure the government 
and I will support anti-aircraft measures on buildings now. 

Our borders are now closed. It is us against the world. 

What you are witnessing on the internet, T.V., and in photos are merely on the scene reports 
from a war zone. In most cases, we've only heard of this kind of thing overseas. This is the worst 
act of belligerence on this continent since the war between the states, in fact - ever. 

To President Bush, Members of Congress and government officials: 

• America understands that war is inevitable. We ask that you take actions that are ONLY in 
the United States' best interests. We ask that no U.N. resolution be sought - there is no 
need for foreign entanglements. And that there is truly no need for those responsible to be 
brought to trial. This is not a matter for the F.B.I. As we mourn and possibly soon avenge 
our dead, we still must begin to look at ourselves - ask ourselves Americans, do we want 
this to happen again? 



• The American public will surely back strong measures to support American personnel. No 
doubt to anyone that September 11th will now be a Memorial Day in the United States for 
generations, if we last. This, America, is not the test of the government, for this 
government has maintained its continuity of government status. But if this nation's 
sovereignty is to be maintained it is the American people who must meet that challenge. 

• I submit the days of racial bickering are over. 

• I submit the days of class warfare in America are over. 

• I submit that actions to be taken that do not first secure the Americans rights to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness are over. 

• I submit that without personal security there is no national security. 

• I submit that the Bill of Rights shall not be sacrificed for our security but should be used as 
a means to preserve our security. 

Our President will address the nation soon. We have an enemy out there and we must meet this 
enemy - together. 

In this war, not just the military will go to war, we will go to war with them. Many of our loved 

ones, right now are stranded, forced to find other means for long journeys home. I personally had 

offered to drive thousands of miles to retrieve one of my loved ones. Her response was, "I'll be 
okay. We're at war. You have a job to do there." In fact, she even offered to turn to back to New 
York to help the wounded. 

Important note to the federal government: Let these actions be seen not as a threat toward you. 
You were attacked. We were attacked. We're in this together. We must shy away from all 
personal bickering, infighting and name calling from this day forward. We have a mission. We 
must set this country on the correct path in the eyes of our Creator, the eyes of ourselves, and 
the eyes of the world. 

This point forward will determine if the American people make history or become history. 

Our stations shall be manned. We shall be more resilient. We will accept nothing but truthful 
honesty and integrity from our government on their Constitutional duty to protect the nation's 
border, its men in arms and its people. Sierra Times offers a firm salute to every man and woman 
in uniform. Sierra Times offers our prayers and warm handshakes to all other Americans. 

It's okay to be scared. We're scared too. Rather than being so much afraid of what has happened, 
we should fear that we may not have the courage and resolve to do what we must do now as 
Americans. Somewhere I believe there is a Higher Power looking down at all of us. Somehow I 
believe this is all part of God's plan. It is the greatest test America will ever face. 

I believe we're up to it. 

I'm with you, Real America. 

J.J. Johnson 
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